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Since 1981, the Virginia Board of Education has required al candidates for an initid teaching
license to complete a required licensure assessment. From July 1, 1986, through July 1, 1996, beginning
teachers were required to submit passing scores for each of the three Core Battery tests (communication
skills, genera knowledge, and professiona knowledge) and an appropriate Speciaty Teaching Areatest
of the NTE (Nationd Teacher Examinations).

When the Educationa Testing Service (ETS) announced a new generation of teacher assessments
-- The Praxis Series. Professond Assessments for Beginning Teachers, the Board of Education approved
changing from the NTE to the Praxis Series of assessments for beginning teachers. In 1995 the Board
dipulated that the Praxis |: Academic Skills Assessments (assesses basic proficiency in reading,
mathematics, and writing) and Praxis |1: Subject Assessments (assesses subject knowledge upon
completion of an approved teacher preparation program) would be required as the professiona teachers
assessments for initid licensure in Virginia. The Praxis | assessments are available in two formats, the
PPST (Pre-Professiona Skills Test) which isthe traditiona paper and pencil format, and the CBT which
is the computer-based version

On October 26, 1995, the Board of Education approved the following passing scores for the
Praxis| tests: Reading 178, Writing 176, and Mathematics 178. Although the Virginia standard-setting
pand recommended different passing scores (Reading 176, Writing 173, and Mathematics 175), the board

raised the pand scores by 1.5 standard errors of measurement to ensure that the standards for beginning
teachers are consgstent with the high standards adopted by the Board for sudents. Virginia.s cut scores
for Praxis | continue to be the highest in the nation among the 35 (out of 43) datesthat require tests as part
of their initid licensure requirements.

The reading test is designed to measure the ability to anayze and evauate written messages. The
test contains a variety of questions consisting of long passages of 200 words, shorter passages of 100
words, and short statements of one or more sentences. The reading materid variesin difficulty and isdrawn
from avariety of subject areas and red-life Stuations.

The mathematics test measures mathematical skills and concepts that, according to ETS, “an
educated adult might need.” The test focuses on the key concepts of mathematics and on the ahility to
solve problems and to reason in a quantitative context. Many problems require the integration of multiple
killsto achieve asolution.



The writing test assesses the ahility to use grammar and language appropriatdy and the ability to
communicate effectivey in writing.

The statewide summary data includes the scores of students who identify a particular college or
universty in Virginia as the ingtitution “where they received rlevant training.”  Inferences made from these
scores are likely to be inaccurate. When regigtering for the tests, students sometimes make coding errors.
For example, sudents may use the identification code of the inditution that is administering the Praxis tests
rather than the code of their preparing indtitution. Students may receive an undergraduate degree from one
indtitution, enroll in a different college or university to complete the teacher preparation program, and
confuse the codes during regidtration. ETS reports the score data by these codes. This datadso includes
the scores of individuas who take the test for admission to teacher preparation programs but do not gain
admittance for a variety of reasons.

The statewide summary data, based on the scores of students who identify Virginia colleges and
univergties asinditutions of primary preparation, aso includes the scores of students who are not admitted
into programs. These scores show a gradual decline over the three testing periods. In comparison, the
mgority of Virginiainditutions show an increase in passing rates for gudents who are admitted into teecher
preparation programs. The comparison between the scores of sudents who identified a Virginiainditution
as “where they recalved rdevant traning” and those actudly admitted into programs underscores the need
for accurate score reports.

The 37 colleges and universties in Virginia with gpproved teacher preparation programs have
aigned their programs with the new licensure regulations for indructional personnd. The standards
governing the approval of teacher preparaion programs have aso been revised and will require the
submission of an annud data report on the satus of programs. The U.S. Department of Education isaso
requiring reports that focus on the performance of studentsin teacher preparation programs. These new
accountability reports should result in more accurate reports of student performance on the licensure
assessmentsin the future,



Summary of Praxis Data From Examinees | dentifying a
Virginia Ingtitution as“Where They Recelved Relevant Training”

Praxis|: Academic Skills Assessmentsin Mathematics, Reading, and Writing

Statewide Summary Data - October 1, 1996 - September 30, 1997

Test Name Total PPST* Percent Tota CBT* Percent
Passing Passing
Mathematics 3,687 62% 1,251 6/%
Reading 3,595 71% 1,172 80%
Writing 3,703 62% 1,278 68%
Statewide Summary Data - October 1, 1997 - September 30, 1998
Test Name Tota PPST* Percent Totd CBT* Percent
Passing Passing
Mathematics 3,946 58% 1,322 65%
Reading 3,754 67% 1,881 79%
Writing 3,895 59% 2,027 62%
Statewide Summary Data - October 1, 1998 - September 30, 1999
Test Name Totd PPST* Percent Totd CBT* Percent
Passing Passing
Mathematics 3,441 54% 2,838 65%
Reading 3,189 65% 2,556 79%
Writing 3,361 57% 2,875 61

* Represents examineeswho identified a Virginia institution as“wherethey received relevant training.” Scor es of
studentsnot enrolled in ateacher preparation program or not admitted into ateacher preparation program dueto test
performanceareincluded. Thisisnot asummary of the scor es of those sudentswho wer e admitted into or completed
ateacher preparation programin Virginia. If an examineetook the sametest morethan once during thistimeperiod,

only hig’her most recent scoreisused in thisreport.




SUMMARY OF PRAXIS DATA FOR VIRGINIA TEACHER PREPARATION INSTITUTIONS

1998-99

Third Year Report for Virginia Teacher Preparation Institutions
Passing Score: 323

Test Name: Mathematics (CBT)

Test Code: 0731

Institution Test Test Pass Per centage Fail Per centage
Y ear Takers Pass Fail
Averett College 1998-1999 25 10 40.0 15 60.0
Bluefield College 1998-1999 4 1 25.0 3 75.0
Bridgewater College 1998-1999 16 4 25.0 12 75.0
Christopher Newport University 1998-1999 70 70 100 0 0
Univ. of Va's College at Wise 1998-1999 9 9 0 0 0
College of William & Mary 1998-1999 54 49 90.7 5 9.3
Eastern Mennonite University 1998-1999 19 18 94.7 1 53
Emory and Henry College 1998-1999 19 10 52.6 9 47.4
Ferrum College 1998-1999 26 13 50.0 13 50.0
George Mason University 1998-1999 281 195 69.4 86 30.6
Hampton University 1998-1999 11 8 73 3 27
Hoallins University 1998-1999 38 22 57.9 16 42.1




Institution Test Test Pass Per centage Fail Per centage
Y ear Takers Pass Fail
James Madison University 1998-1999 98 84 85.7 14 14.2
Liberty University 1998-1999 60 a7 78 13 22
Longwood College 1998-1999 67 33 49.3 38 56.7
Lynchburg College 1998-1999 114 50 43.9 64 56.1
Mary Baldwin College 1998-1999 81 43 53.1 38 46.9
Mary Washington College 1998-1999 14 11 78.6 3.0 21.4
Marymount University 1998-1999 84 54 64.3 30 35.7
Norfolk State University 1998-1999 217 63 29.0 154 71.0
Old Dominion University 1998-1999 367 252 69 115 31
Radford University 1998-1999 119 111 93.3 8 6.7
Randolph-Macon College 1998-1999 19 11 57.9 8 42.1
Randolph-Macon Woman’s College | 1998-1999 9 9 100.0 0 0.0
Regent University 1998-1999 4 3 75.0 1 25.0
Roanoke College 1998-1999 59 42 71 17 29
Saint Paul’s College 1998-1999 17 3 17.6 14 82.4
Shenandoah University 1998-1999 3 2 66.7 1 333




Institution Test Test Pass Per centage Fail Per centage
Y ear Takers Pass Fail
Sweet Briar College 1998-1999 10 4 40.0 6 60.0
University of Richmond 1998-1999 28 23 82.1 5 17.9
University of Virginia 1998-1999 49 43 87.8 6 12.2
VCU 1998-1999 147 107 72.7 40 27.2
Virginia Intermont College 1998-1999 18 18 100.0 0 0
Virginia State University 1998-1999 104 23 22.1 81 77.9
Virginia Tech 1998-1999 162 132 81.5 30 185
Virginia Union University 1998-1999 6 6 100.0 0 0
Virginia Wesleyan College 1998-1999 18 18 100.0 0 0




SUMMARY OF PRAXIS DATA FOR VIRGINIA TEACHER PREPARATION INSTITUTIONS

1998-99

Third Year Report for Virginia Teacher Preparation Institutions
Passing Score: 178

Test Name: Mathematics (PPST)

Test Code: 0730

Institution Test Test Pass Per centage Fail Per centage
Y ear Takers Pass Fail
Averett College 1998-1999 39 14 35.9 25 64.1
Bluefield College 1998-1999 6 4 66.67 2 33.3
Bridgewater College 1998-1999 107 37 34.6 70 65.4
Christopher Newport University 1998-1999 21 21 100 0 0
Univ. of Va's College at Wise 1998-1999 25 25 0 0 0
College of William & Mary 1998-1999 101 90 89.1 11 10.9
Eastern Mennonite University 1998-1999 30 30 100.0 0 0
Emory and Henry College 1998-1999 54 28 51.9 26 48.1
Ferrum College 1998-1999 9 1 111 8 88.9
George Mason University 1998-1999 95 45 47.4 50 52.6
Hampton University 1998-1999 5 3 60 2 40
Hoallins University 1998-1999 13 2 15.4 11 84.6




I nstitution Test Test Pass Per centage Fail Per centage
Y ear Takers Pass Fail
James Madison University 1998-1999 321 271 84.4 50 155
Liberty University 1998-1999 28 21 75 7 25
Longwood College 1998-1999 218 120 55 98 45
Lynchburg College 1998-1999 66 24 36.4 42 63.6
Mary Baldwin College 1998-1999 122 52 42.6 70 57.4
Mary Washington College 1998-1999 47.0 39.0 83.0 8.0 17.0
Marymount University 1998-1999 23 9 39.1 14 60.9
Norfolk State University 1998-1999 203 19 9.4 184 90.6
Old Dominion University 1998-1999 494 290 59 204 41
Radford University 1998-1999 108 103 954 5 4.6
Randolph-Macon College 1998-1999 11 6 54.5 5 45.5
Randolph-Macon Woman’s College | 1998-1999 4 3 75.0 1 25.0
Regent University 1998-1999 3 1 33.3 2 66.7
Roanoke College 1998-1999 34 19 559 15 2441
Saint Paul’s College 1998-1999 23 4 174 19 82.6
Shenandoah University 1998-1999 14 8 57.1 6 42.9




Institution Test Test Pass Per centage Fail Per centage
Y ear Takers Pass Fail
Sweet Briar College 1998-1999 1 1 100.0 0 0.0
University of Richmond 1998-1999 40 32 80.0 8 20.0
University of Virginia 1998-1999 121 110 90.9 11 9.1
VCuU 1998-1999 212 144 67.9 68 32
Virginia Intermont College 1998-1999 4 4 100.0 0 0
Virginia State University 1998-1999 150 18 12.0 132 88.0
Virginia Tech 1998-1999 235 185 78.7 50 21.3
Virginia Union University 1998-1999 10 10 100.0 0 0
Virginia Wedeyan College 1998-1999 35 35 100.0 0 0




SUMMARY OF PRAXIS DATA FOR VIRGINIA TEACHER PREPARATION INSTITUTIONS

1998-99

Third Year Report for Virginia Teacher Preparation Institutions
Test Name: Reading (CBT)

Test Code: 0711

Passing Score: 326

Institution Test Test Pass | Percentage Fail Per centage
Y ear Takers Pass Fail
Averett College 1998-1999 15 13 86.7 2 13.3
Bluefield College 1998-1999 3 3 100 0 0
Bridgewater College 1998-1999 10 5 50.0 5 50.0
Christopher Newport University 1998-1999 67 67 100 0 0
Univ. of Va's College at Wise 1998-1999 8 8 100 0 0
College of William & Mary 1998-1999 49 48 98.0 1 20
Eastern Mennonite University 1998-1999 13 11 85.6 2 154
Emory and Henry College 1998-1999 20 16 80.0 4 20.0
Ferrum College 1998-1999 26 20 76.0 6 231
George Mason University 1998-1999 246 207 84.1 39 15.9
Hampton University 1998-1999 11 10 91 1 9
Hollins University 1998-1999 31 27 87.1 4 12.9




I nstitution Test Test Pass Per centage Fail Per centage
Y ear Takers Pass Fail
James Madison University 1998-1999 96 86 89.58 10 10.42
Liberty University 1998-1999 56 49 88 7 12
Longwood College 1998-1999 56 45 80.4 11 19.6
Lynchburg College 1998-1999 100 68 68.0 32 32.0
Mary Baldwin College 1998-1999 58 49 84.5 9 155
Mary Washington College 1998-1999 13.0 11.0 84.6 2.0 15.4
Marymount University 1998-1999 72 61 84.7 11 15.3
Norfolk State University 1998-1999 223 95 42.6 128 57.4
Old Dominion University 1998-1999 325 277 85 48 15
Radford University 1998-1999 111 107 96.4 4 3.6
Randolph-Macon College 1998-1999 16 14 87.5 2 125
Randolph-Macon Woman’s College | 1998-1999 8 8 100.0 0 0.0
Regent University 1998-1999 4 4 100.0 0 0.0
Roanoke College 1998-1999 47 40 85.1 7 14.9
Saint Paul’s College 1998-1999 19 8 42.1 11 57.9
Shenandoah University 1998-1999 3 3 100 0 0




Institution Test Test Pass Per centage Fail Per centage
Y ear Takers Pass Fail
Sweet Briar College 1998-1999 9 5 55.6 4 44.4
University of Richmond 1998-1999 25 25 100.0 0 0.0
University of Virginia 1998-1999 47 46 97.9 1 21
VCU 1998-1999 123 111 90.2 12 9.7
Virginia Intermont College 1998-1999 18 18 100 0 0
Virginia State University 1998-1999 89 39 43.8 50 56.2
Virginia Tech 1998-1999 158 138 87.3 20 12.7
Virginia Union University 1998-1999 8 8 100 0 0
Virginia Wesleyan College 1998-1999 16 16 100 0 0




SUMMARY OF PRAXIS DATA FOR VIRGINIA TEACHER PREPARATION INSTITUTIONS

1998-99

Third Year Report for Virginia Teacher Preparation Institutions
Passing Score: 178

Test Name: Reading (PPST)

Test Code: 0710

Institution Test Test Pass Per centage Fail Per centage
Y ear Takers Pass Fail
Averett College 1998-1999 44 24 54.5 20 455
Bluefield College 1998-1999 5 3 60 2 40
Bridgewater College 1998-1999 92 54 58.7 38 41.3
Christopher Newport University 1998-1999 24 24 100 0 0
Univ. of Va's College at Wise 1998-1999 30 30 100 0 0
College of William & Mary 1998-1999 96 94 97.9 2 21
Eastern Mennonite University 1998-1999 31 31 100 0 0
Emory and Henry College 1998-1999 48 22 45.8 26 54.2
Ferrum College 1998-1999 9 0 0 9 100.0
George Mason University 1998-1999 71 50 70.4 21 29.6
Hampton University 1998-1999 5 4 80 1 20
Hoallins University 1998-1999 8 3 375 5 62.5
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I nstitution Test Test Pass Per centage Fail Per centage
Y ear Takers Pass Fail
James Madison University 1998-1999 313 269 85.94 44 14.06
Liberty University 1998-1999 27 22 81.0 5 19.0
Longwood College 1998-1999 203 130 64 73 35.9
Lynchburg College 1998-1999 52 25 48.1 27 519
Mary Baldwin College 1998-1999 103 72 69.9 31 30.1
Mary Washington College 1998-1999 46.0 43.0 93.5 3.0 6.5
Marymount University 1998-1999 12 11 91.7 1 8.3
Norfolk State University 1998-1999 177 22 12.4 155 87.6
Old Dominion University 1998-1999 4380 352 73.3 128 26.7
Radford University 1998-1999 116 115 9.1 1 0.9
Randolph-Macon College 1998-1999 14 9 64.3 5 35.7
Randolph-Macon Woman’s College | 1998-1999 4 2 50.0 2 50.0
Regent University 1998-1999 3 1 33.3 2 66.7
Roanoke College 1998-1999 23 13 56.5 10 435
Saint Paul’s College 1998-1999 27 3 111 24 88.9
Shenandoah University 1998-1999 14 12 85.7 2 14.3
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Institution Test Test Pass Per centage Fail Per centage
Y ear Takers Pass Fail
Sweet Briar College 1998-1999 1 1 100.0 0 0.0
University of Richmond 1998-1999 41 35 85.4 6 14.6
University of Virginia 1998-1999 117 113 96.6 4 3.4
VCuU 1998-1999 204 173 84.8 31 15.2
Virginia I ntermont College 1998-1999 28 28 100 0 0
Virginia State University 1998-1999 149 28 18.8 121 81.2
Virginia Tech 1998-1999 227 180 79.3 47 20.7
Virginia Union University 1998-1999 10 10 100 0 0
Virginia Wedeyan College 1998-1999 37 37 100 0 0
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SUMMARY OF PRAXIS DATA FOR VIRGINIA TEACHER PREPARATION INSTITUTIONS

1998-99

Third Year Report for Virginia Teacher Preparation Institutions
Test Name: Writing (CBT)

Test Code: 0721

Passing Score: 324

Institution Test Test Pass Per centage Fail Per centage
Y ear Takers Pass Fail
Averett College 1998-1999 19 10 52.6 9 47.4
Bluefield College 1998-1999 5 4 80.0 1 20.0
Bridgewater College 1998-1999 13 5 38.5 8 61.5
Christopher Newport University 1998-1999 63 63 100 0 0
Univ. of Va's College at Wise 1998-1999 9 9 100 0 0
College of William & Mary 1998-1999 49 43 87.8 6 12.2
Eastern Mennonite University 1998-1999 19 17 89.5 2 10.5
Emory and Henry College 1998-1999 23 9 39.1 14 60.9
Ferrum College 1998-1999 31 14 45.2 17 54.8
George Mason University 1998-1999 275 181 65.8 94 34.2
Hampton University 1998-1999 11 7 67 4 23
Hollins University 1998-1999 44 22 50.0 22 50.0
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I nstitution Test Test Pass Per centage Fail Per centage
Y ear Takers Pass Fail
James Madison University 1998-1999 108 85 78.7 23 21.3
Liberty University 1998-1999 62 50 8l 12 19
Longwood College 1998-1999 66 36 54.5 30 45.5
Lynchburg College 1998-1999 106 45 42.5 61 57.5
Mary Baldwin College 1998-1999 71 42 59.2 29 40.8
Mary Washington College 1998-1999 16 14 875 2 125
Marymount University 1998-1999 78 56 718 22 28.2
Norfolk State University 1998-1999 261 60 23.0 201 77.0
Old Dominion University 1998-1999 370 230 62.2 140 37.8
Radford University 1998-1999 121 102 84.3 12 15.7
Randolph-Macon College 1998-1999 17 13 76.5 4 235
Randolph-Macon Woman’s College | 1998-1999 9 9 100.0 0 0.0
Regent University 1998-1999 3 2 66.7 1 333
Roanoke College 1998-1999 60 37 62.0 23 58
Saint Paul’s College 1998-1999 21 5 23.8 16 76.2
Shenandoah University 1998-1999 3 3 100 0 0
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Institution Test Test Pass Per centage Fail Per centage
Y ear Takers Pass Fail
Sweet Briar College 1998-1999 9 6 66.7 3 33.3
University of Richmond 1998-1999 29 26 89.7 3 10.3
University of Virginia 1998-1999 53 a7 88.7 6 11.3
VCuU 1998-1999 103 77 74.7 26 25.2
Virginia Intermont College 1998-1999 39 39 100.0 0 0
Virginia State University 1998-1999 105 20 19.0 85 81.0
Virginia Tech 1998-1999 186 133 715 53 28.5
Virginia Union University 1998-1999 7 6 90.0 1 10.0
Virginia Wedeyan College 1998-1999 18 18 100.0 0 0
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SUMMARY OF PRAXIS DATA FOR VIRGINIA TEACHER PREPARATION INSTITUTIONS

1998-99

Third Year Report for Virginia Teacher Preparation Institutions
Test Name: Writing (PPST)

Test Code: 0720

Passing Score: 176

Institution Test Test Pass Per centage Fail Per centage Mean
Y ear Takers Pass Fail Score
Averett College 1998-1999 44 19 43.2 25 56.8 175.1
Bluefield College 1998-1999 4 3 75.0 1 25.0 176
Bridgewater College 1998-1999 110 49 44.5 61 95.5 1754
Christopher Newport University 1998-1999 28 28 100 0 0 178.54
Univ. of Va's College at Wise 1998-1999 30 30 100 0 0 177.9
College of William & Mary 1998-1999 101 97 96.0 4 4.0 181.0
Eastern Mennonite University 1998-1999 29 28 96.6 1 3.4
Emory and Henry College 1998-1999 51 18 353 33 64.7 173.1
Ferrum College 1998-1999 12 1 8.3 11 91.7 171.7
George Mason University 1998-1999 89 51 57.3 38 42.7 176.1
Hampton University 1998-1999 3 0 0 3 100 171.33
Hoallins University 1998-1999 9 6 66.7 3 333 175.8
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I nstitution Test Test Pass Per centage Fail Per centage Mean
Y ear Takers Pass Fail Score
James Madison University 1998-1999 317 246 77.6 71 224 177.9
Liberty University 1998-1999 31 24 77 7 23
Longwood College 1998-1999 207 134 64.7 73 35.3 176.0
Lynchburg College 1998-1999 60 25 41.7 35 58.3 1754
Mary Baldwin College 1998-1999 101 68 67.3 33 32.7 177.3
Mary Washington College 1998-1999 47.0 34.0 72.3 13.0 27.7 177.5
Marymount University 1998-1999 17 12 70.6 5 294 177.3
Norfolk State University 1998-1999 177 23 13.0 154 87.0 171.2
Old Dominion University 1998-1999 514 308 60 206 40 176
Radford University 1998-1999 121 102 84.3 12 15.7 325.2
Randolph-Macon College 1998-1999 10 6 60.0 4 40.0 175.9
Randolph-Macon Woman’s College | 1998-1999 1 1 100.0 0 0.0 179.0
Regent University 1998-1999 2 0 0.0 2 100.0 166.0
Roanoke College 1998-1999 29 14 48.3 15 51.7 175.0
Saint Paul’s College 1998-1999 23 2 8.7 21 91.3 170.3
Shenandoah University 1998-1999 14 9 64.3 5 35.7 176.6
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Institution Test Test Pass Per centage Fail Per centage Mean
Y ear Takers Pass Fail Score
Sweet Briar College 1998-1999 1 1 100.0 0 0.0 177.0
University of Richmond 1998-1999 38 32 84.2 6 15.8 178.8
University of Virginia 1998-1999 117 107 91.5 10 8.5 180.7
VCU 1998-1999 211 148 70.1 63 29.8
Virginia Intermont College 1998-1999 14 14 100.0 0 0
Virginia State University 1998-1999 152 27 17.8 125 82.2 171.7
Virginia Tech 1998-1999 249 161 64.7 88 35.3 177.0
Virginia Union University 1998-1999 10 9 90.0 1 10.0
Virginia Wesleyan College 1998-1999 35 35 100 0 0 178.51
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